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more online.NEW YORK (Reuters) - The trial of a New
Jersey man charged with fatally shooting two women
in Jersey City began on Monday in a crowded U.S.
courtroom, in an event that could mark the final
chapter of what has been a series of violent incidents
in a small urban area. Jeffrey Wigand, 26, is accused
of killing Cathleen Jurado, 43, and Manika Singh, 27,
on May 21, 2013 after they failed to pay for a soda
Wigand had purchased at a 7-Eleven store. He is being
tried on the charge of murder with a special
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circumstance of multiple murders. Jurado and Singh
were working at a casino in New Jersey in 2013.
Singh’s two children were with her, and a court-
approved witness attended the trial, which began at
10 a.m. and is expected to last about a month. The
trial was initially scheduled to start on Dec. 15, but a
last-minute request by prosecutors on Friday pushed it
to Feb. 5. Prosecutors said in October that Wigand
may be influenced by a deadly triple shooting in
Chicago last year in which a man killed three women
during a botched drug deal. Defense attorney Daniel
Barrett called the possibility of that influencing a jury
“self-evidently absurd.” Wigand also has been charged
with killing a 14-year-old in Jersey City in June 2013.
Wigand did not testify in that trial. Wigand is being
tried in the same court as Jerrod Pendleton, a man
who in 2011 killed two men in a New Jersey shopping
mall. He was convicted of murder in that case and
sentenced to life in prison. Jurado was a member of
the Diamond Kings, a Bumgaards gang that operates
in Jersey City, according to a spokeswoman for the
Hudson County Prosecutor’s Office. Singh worked as a
casino employee. Wig
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