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composed of a limestone plateau with some active
volcanoes and two smaller tepuis (mountains) whose
summits are covered with vegetation. Climate The island
has a tropical climate with an average temperature of 27 °C
(81 °F). The highest temperature recorded there was
34.2 °C (93.7 °F) in June 1999. There are up to 575 mm
(22.5 in) of annual rainfall. History The island was first
reported in the mid-17th century by Spanish explorers, who
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called Isla Veragua. In the early 1800s, the island was the
site of the Battle of Isla Bella. Biology The island has more
than 1,800 species of birds, 34 species of mammals, and
more than 1,500 species of plants. The wetland forest in the
north is the only area on the island that is a protected
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with the most important populations of Greater Antillean
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waterweed (Elodea canadensis), that has changed habitats
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destination.
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