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after the academy's vote, the
capitalization of titles of books,
magazines, etc., began to drop
out of fashion, and within a few

years, almost all publications were
using only lower-case words. some
people still felt that capitals were
unnecessary, but they were the

minority. the practice of changing
words into lower-case letters
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continued for many years, and the
capitalization issue has remained

a closely-guarded secret of
american writing for the last 65

years. to date, no books or journal
titles have appeared with any

capital letters. it is very
interesting that the american

academy of arts and letters did
not make this change until it

became controversial. in fact, the
academy has never published any
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books, magazines, or newspapers
in which the title or any of the
words are capitalized. many
people speculate that the

academy was concerned about
the effect this change would have

on the distribution of its name.
after all, its name appears in all

caps in most dictionaries, the last
of which was printed in 1967. by
changing the academy's name,
the organization would have to
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change its title. there are some
exceptions that can blur the

pattern of changes. still, changes
in punctuation, capitalization, and
orthography are the most obvious.
occasionally, there will be variant

spellings of orthographic
elements. there will also be

general spelling preferences used
by only certain groups. for

example, there are references to
"for," "to," "with," and "of" in the
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1771 edition of joseph and also in
the 1831 revision. it is not widely

known that some of these
spellings for these elements were
formerly in common use; however,
they were eventually relegated to
historical importance. "i can not

say what kind of criticism there is
to be made of the french

language, if i may speak of it in
english, i declare that there is not;

i think it's a language in like

                               7 / 8



 

manner." -j. sterb, the grammar of
conversation 5ec8ef588b
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