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UTSA assembled a multi-disciplinary team of faculty and staff to initiate the development of a new graduate program in the Social
and Behavioral Sciences. The team, under the leadership of Executive Vice President and Provost John R. Williams, prepared
proposals for funding from the state legislature. State funding ultimately was granted by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board to create the Master of Social Work (MSW) program, one of the first in the country. Work on the program began in
September 1967, when four of the original 12 faculty members were hired. The MSW was established as one of the first
professional degrees to be granted by a junior, four-year college. In addition to providing coursework from the social sciences, the
MSW includes the six-credit Master’s in Social Work practicum, which requires a two-year experience with an approved social
service agency. Upon completion of the Master’s program, the student may apply for certification as a social work practitioner. In
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required to do anything, and there is no law on > the books that requires other states to allow it. [ is-no-law-stopping-the-nsa-from-
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